F.A.I.T.H. Congregations
· Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church,

Daytona Beach
· Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church,


New Smyrna Beach
· Bethune-Cookman University
· Catholic Church of the Epiphany, 

Port Orange

· Christ Presbyterian Church, 

Ormond Beach

· Community Unitarian Universalist

· Coronado Community Methodist Church, New Smyrna Beach
· Deltona Christian Church, DOC
· First Christian Church, DOC,  
Daytona Beach

· First Presbyterian Church, 

Daytona Beach
· Greater FriendshipMissionary Baptist Church, Daytona Beach
· Greater Bethlehem Missionary Baptist Church, Deland

· H.O.M.E.
· Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church, Daytona Beach
· Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist
· Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church, New Smyrna Beach
· Mt. Zion AME Church, Daytona Beach
· New Mt. Zion CME Church, 

New Smyrna Beach 

· New St. James Missionary Baptist Church, Daytona Beach

· Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic

Community, Daytona Beach
· Seabreeze United Church, Daytona Beach
· Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church,

Daytona Beach

· St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,

Daytona Beach

· St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Deland
· St. Timothy Episcopal Church,

Daytona Beach
· Stewart Memorial United Methodist Church, Daytona Beach
· Tomoka United Methodist Church, Ormond Beach

· Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, New Smyrna Beach
· Tubman-King Community Church
· Unitarian Universalist Society of the


Daytona Beach Area, Ormond Beach

· United Church of Christ, Deland
· United Church of Christ, 

New Smyrna Beach

· Mision San Jose, Barberville

F.A.I.T.H. Closing Prayer

We are called to listen to the commands to love and do justice.

Our gathering this day reminds us of our responsibility to work with one another to remake our world into a more hopeful place of peace.

We are inspired and guided to hear the cry of the poor and oppressed and to respond.

We know that alone we are limited in what we can do, but together we are powerful.

Our strength comes from our unity.

Grant us continued strength and sustenance.

We ask all of these things from you, whose spirit makes us one.
Amen.
Rev. 2/16/12
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What does the Lord require of

you but to do justice, love

kindness, and walk humbly

with your God.

                                        Micah 6:8
_______________________________
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What is F.A.I.T.H.?
We are an interfaith, diverse, congregation-based community organization.  Our member congregations pledge to build powerful Justice Ministries within their own congregations and to work together to address the root causes of issues of injustice in Volusia County.

How did we come about?
In 1996, several clergy and lay leaders in Volusia County began meeting to discuss the idea of forming an organization to address some of the problems they saw in their communities.  The rationale was that many people joining together; 

speaking with one voice would be 

heard by those who could effect 

change for the advancement of Volusia County.

With grants from various foundations, a coordinator was hired to organize the religious communities into a cohesive entity to work toward  building power to achieve this goal.

Sixteen pastors bound their congregations by a covenant.  On January 24, 2000, 700 people attended this Covenant Assembly and F.A.I.T.H. was born!
What are our goals?

· To provide a vehicle for people of faith in Volusia county to live out their duty and call to Do Justice.
· To build strong relationships both within and among our congregations.

· To identify problems of social justice in our community.
· To identify solutions that address the root cause of the problems of social justice that we identify.
· To stand united on agreed-upon issues of justice and fairness and hold political and economic systems accountable to what God created them to be.
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.     -Amos 5:24

What has F.A.I.T.H. accomplished?
Crime & Drugs: FAITH was successful in getting the City Commission and the Chief of Police to double the size of Daytona Beach’s street level narcotics unit. Also, FAITH has developed a Hot Spot Card, an anonymous tip card, which allows residents to report criminal activity, as well as code violations, without fear of retaliation.
Education:  FAITH continues to work with the Volusia County School District to improve reading ability for at-risk students. Direct Instruction, a proven curriculum for teaching reading, has become a tool for children reading below grade level.  It was implemented in Westside Elementary and Palm Terrace Elementary (both in Daytona Beach) in 2001.  After seeing the success of the program in other schools, Starke Elementary (in DeLand) added Direct Instruction to their kindergarten curriculum in 2006.
Healthcare:  F.A.I.T.H. was successful in convincing Halifax Hospital to open new facilities where the uninsured or underinsured of our community can gain greater access to primary health care.

Night Bus Service: This is a service many groups in the community, including Votran itself, had been trying to get for 6 years.  F.A.I.T.H. was successful in getting a secured commitment from the county to run the bus service until midnight, which enabled many to work in the service industries.  This service began in January, 2003 and Votran reports that the ridership is up nearly 400 riders per night.
Affordable Housing: In 2005, FAITH won 2 out of 11 incentives for builders to develop more affordable housing in Volusia County.  We are still working with the county to adopt and implement the other 9 incentives in a Workforce/Affordable Housing ordinance that would use a variety of tools to provide housing that our community can afford. 
Mental Health: In 2008, FAITH ensured that a local provider, ACT/Stewart Marchman, is providing adequate care for our mentally ill inmates.

Treatment Program in County Jail: A substance abuse treatment program was implemented in May, 2001.  In 2007, the county eliminated the program.  So in 2009, FAITH won commitments to reinstate a new and improved substance abuse program (through Serenity House) for inmates in our jail that also provides diversion and continued treatment in a residential facility upon release.
Unemployment:  In 2009, FAITH won local hiring agreements in the cities of Ormond Beach and Daytona Beach giving local workers an advantage when looking for jobs.  In 2011, FAITH won a local hiring ordinance for all county contracts where local businesses can an up to 5% preference over other businesses.
Youth and Family:  In 2010, FAITH won the extension of a funding process from a pilot program that could only use 10% of the budget for youth and family organizations and agencies to a full program using the full 2 million dollars allocated each year.  This means that the county is going to be better stewards of the tax dollars we spend on our most valuable resource: our children. 

Homelessness:  F.A.I.T.H. won a program called the S.A.V.E. Docket where a case manager and a judge will work with homeless people with misdemeanor offences on an alternative to jail, fines, and fees saving the county an estimated $375,000 a year.  Our Hot Spot Cards are being translated into Spanish to more efficiently report crimes that often lead to homelessness.
